
James City County during Tropical Storm Hanna.

Dan’s Tree Service
Locally Owned and Serving the Greater Williamsburg Area

Tree Climbing, Crown Reduction, Storm Clean Up and Removal

Comprehensive Insurance & References Available

• Can you do it yourself, SAFELY? (Consider personal safety, power lines, your knowledge of chainsaws, and your home)

• Use caution with suspended weight (Trees are extremely heavy, unpredictable, and using a ladder can get you hurt)

• Can you live with the mess for a while? (How critical is the cleanup? Prices are much better a month or so after the storm)

• If you feel the price is too high then it probably is (get a second estimate, preferably from a local; free markets always prevail)

• Get a written detailed estimate that describes exactly what will be done (don’t get the tree off the house but left in your yard)

• Deposits, if necessary at all, should be no more than 10% of the job and not more than you can lose

• WAIT: high pressure contracts usually are more concerned with their wallet and not with helping you

• What skills and appropriate equipment does the contractor have? Was he an arborist or a landscaper before the storm?

Dan has extensive hurricane cleanup experience from storms Isabel, Katrina & Rita.

Please call Dan at 757.206.9073
Hurricane Cleanup Tips for Removing Trees
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Have you planned
for your business? 

Chain saw safety
The chain saw is a time saving and efficient power

tool.  It can be unforgiving and lethal, however, caus-
ing injury or death in the hands of an uninformed and
unaware operator.
Contact your local tool or
building Supply Company
for information on chain
saw safety programs.  Be
sure to have protective
gear such as chaps, gloves
and safety glasses. 

Generator Safety
Portable generators

can be hazardous if used
improperly. Use genera-
tors in open and well ventilated
areas; do not use indoors.  

To avoid carbon monoxide poisoning:
• Operate generators outdoors only in a

well-ventilated, dry area, away from air
intakes to the home, and protected

from direct exposure to rain
(preferably under a canopy,

open shed, or
carport).

• Never use a
generator
indoors or in
attached garages. 

To avoid electrocution:
• Plug individual appliances into

the generator using heavy duty,
outdoor rated cords with a wire
gauge adequate for the appli-
ance load. 

• Observe the generator manufac-
turer’s instructions for safe oper-
ation. 

• Do not plug the generator into a wall outlet. 
• If connecting the generator into the house wiring

is necessary, have a qualified electrician hook up
the standby electrical system. 

Courtesy of the American Red Cross and 
the Virginia Department of Emergency Management

What would happen to your business if
there was a hurricane? Businesses should con-
sider the following recommendations: 

� Ask your local emergency management 
office about community plans.

� Establish facility shutdown, warning and 
evacuation procedures. Make hurricane 
assignments well in advance of a storm 
and do not assign employees with critical
family responsibilities. 

� Make plans for communicating with 
employees before and after a hurricane.

� Purchase a NOAA Weather Radio with
a warning alarm tone and battery back-
up. Listen for hurricane watches and
warnings.

� Survey your facility. Remove items that 
could become wind borne and could 
pose a threat to your or surrounding 
property. Make plans to protect outside 
equipment and structures.

� Protect windows. Permanent storm shut-
ters offer the best protection. Covering
windows with 5/8 inch marine plywood is
a second option.

� Consider the need for backup systems: 
• Alternate power sources such as gener-

ators or gasoline-powered pumps
• Battery-powered emergency lighting 
• Prepare to move records, computers 

and other items within your facility or 
to another location. 

• Portable pumps to remove flood water
For more information on business and indus-
try planning, download the Emergency
Management Guide for Business and Industry
from www.fema.gov/business.
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Sounds of recovery: 
chain saws and generators 


