2.3  General Findings

The majority of the watershed is predominantly wallegped with large tracts of contiguous
forests and wetland complexes. The headwatemssreae comprised of sand and silt with
stable banks that have minimal evidence of ero@tagure 4). The streams are buffered on
either side by mature forest with little or no emide of encroachment. Habitat features in this
section of stream included good available coveh Wit presence of large woody debris and
good connection between the stream and its floaadpBvidence of wildlife sighted during the
stream assessment includes raccoon, deer, benads, ish, and frogs.

Most of the headwater streams are only accessithe the two major roadways that define the
boundary of the watershed, Jolly Pond Road to trthwest and Centerville Road to the east.
There were several interesting features found duthie stream assessment. Downstream of
Freedom Park a beaver dam has backed up wateingredarge wetland complex (MI-401). In
addition, fossilized shells were found in reach@s,4106 and 407.

The tidally influenced section of the mainstemharacterized by open water, wetland
complexes, and islands with old growth tree specidss portion of the mainstem is listed on
the state 303(d) list due to a lack of submergedhtc vegetation, dissolved oxygen and for
benthic alteration. The islands remain relativetyouched by humans with several specimen
tree species noted (see Figure 4). Wildlife ismalaunt including sightings of several osprey,
beaver and otters. Along the edge of the mainstenbald cypress trees.

While the majority of the watershed is undevelopgead, major low density residential
subdivision developments are planned- Fords CotordyLiberty Ridge, both located off of
Centerville Road. Both of these subdivisions amated on property that contains pristine
headwater streams. Liberty Ridge is situatedrjostih of the intersection of the lower portion of
Jolly Pond Road (near Jolly Pond) and Centervitb@ad®k The site is 535.35 acres with plans to
develop 139, 3 acre lots. Ford's Colony Sectiors 3ttuated across Centerville Road from
Ford's Colony Section 3. The site is 417.82 aaii#fs plans to develop 98 three-acre lots.
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Figure 4. Various stream types of Gordon Creek: (A) Headwstream with forested buffer;
(B) Wide channel and tidal islands at Chickahonaagfluence; (C) open cypress wetland
complex in subwatershed 201 upstream of pond.
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