Welcome to Toano

The Friends of Forge Road and Toano are honored to offer this pamphlet of the history of
Toano as an effort to chronicle our rich heritage and to explain why we feel that it is very
important to preserve our historic sites. The area has experienced heaithy growth for
centuries, and as growth continues, we hope to encourage the preservation of the lifestyle
that makes our homes and businesses unique.

Included in this pamphlet are only a few of the many beautiful buildings that have added
to the Toano community. We wish that we could have included more in this, our first
publication. We honor all of those who have added to the Toano story throughout the
centuries and we look forward to a continuing community effort to preserve this special
place.
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{ Road. The building seen today of the 1774 north transept (right two-

{thirds) lengthened by ten feet 1o the south in 1825 to create the schodl house that would becoms Hickory Neck Acad
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The area around Toano, and particularly along Ol Forge Road, has a rich historical background, James City was one
of the eight original shires (or counties) charted in the Virginia Colony in 1634. Early land patents around the mouth of the
Chickahominy River were soon followed by patents for land higher up the river. not far from this arca. Settlement moved
inland rapidiy.

Commerce, bospitality and & house of worship were well established before the Revolutionary War in the area that
would become known as Toano. Richmond Road roughly follows the carly stage road leading from Williamsburg to New
Kent. As carly as the 1760s. John Lewis was operating an ordinary at the intersection of Old Forge Road with Richmond
Road. and John and David Lewis had a store near the ordinary.

As parish lines changed over the years, the Old Forge Road/Toano area fell into different parishes several times. The
carly church that stood where the present-day Chickahominy Baptist Church is located may well have been attended by
families from this arca. Even though the adjacent Blisland Parish did not encompass the Okd Forge Road/Toano area, this
historical church played a major role in our community at a later time. Blisland Parish was established at least by 1653 in
what was then York County. later to become New Kent County, A new church was built at the lower end of this parish in
1734 on land donased by Mrs, Many Holderofi from her Hickory Neck Plantation, A north transept was added to the nave
in 1774 to accommadate a growing congregation.

Undoubtedly, there were a number of carty carthfast houses in the general arca. The very nature of this type of construction
caused decay and these houses did not survive for bong. During the 1750s- 17605, tobacco prices rose, markets increased
for wheat and grain, and aflluence began to be seen in the area, Better homes were built on lange tracts of land. Several of
these homes stand today as testaments to the history of the area, Windsor Castle and Lombardy along Old Forge Road
were both partially established during the mid-18* century and doubled in size in the late 18* century. By the 1830s,
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Windsor Castle was owned by the Bush family, and later, through mamiage, the Ware family. Lombardy passed through
anumber of families prominent in the arca, and has more recently been owned by the Cottrell family. Peach Park. near the
intersection of Forge and Little Creek Dam Roads. is a typical farm house of the period, and has two bricks in one of its
chimneys inscribed, =W, W." and *1790.” Cowlesville, located at the intersection of Old Forge and Diascund Roads, was
the home of the Cowles family, Though no loager standing, it was a mid-18* century house with typécal later additions to
accommoxdate a growing family.

Nearer to Richmond Road, the late 18* century house at Aspen stands today with its 1850s lange addition constructed
by John Martin for his ever increasing family. Across the road at Sunnyside, another casly house bumed in 1905, This was
the home of the Bush family and later the Branch family. West of Sunnyside is Variety Grove, where the Dandridge Marston
family lived in the 19* century. After the old house was bumed at Sunnyside. the Branches relocated to Variety Grove and
built the present house. Farther west, a portion of the house st Wasren's Mill Farm (also called Aspen Grove) wis built by
1849. The site of the mill operated by the Warren family is now under the reservoir, Just down the road to the west, the
house a1 Warrenton was rebuilt in 1932 by the Dozier family retaining the original style and reusing oniginal materials. There
had been a mid-18* century home here that was rebailt in the 1850s by Dr. Michacl Sherman Warren, owner of several
Farms in the arca.

The arca saw some action during the Revolutionary War. The State Shipyard located on the Chickahominy River at the
end of Menzel's Road was established in 1777 to build ships for the American forces, but it was bumed by the British in
1781, Fox's Ordinary. formerly owned by John Lewis, located approximately where the Toano Farmers” Market is today,
burned carly in January 1780; only the two chimneys remained standing. They became a landmark on war-eramaps, and
the area became known as Burnt Ordinary for the next hundred years. After the war., the area continued as a farming
commumnity. Tobacco farming had given way to grain and livestock farming for local markets as well as food for owners and

their work forces, e



VARIETY GROVE, 2611 Forge Road. Bullt aboet 3 hundred years 3go, this house is on the site of the earlier Marston famidy home,
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Revolutionary War era maps referred to the Old Fonge Road as Coles Ferry Road, which ked down to the Chickahominy
River, Prior to the war, William Holt had operated a forge and several other enterprises in New Kent County in the area
later to become known as Providence Forge, Remembering that Route 60 west from Anderson’s Comer had not been
built. we can see how Coles Ferry Road became known as Old Forge Road, as it headed toward Diascund Road into
New Kent and on to Providence Forge.

Just to the porth of Bumt Ordinary, Whitchall was built in 18035-06 by William Geddy. He descended from the family of
silversmiths and blacksmiths who had operated shops in Williamsburg, Members of the Geddy family still own this farm
near Anderson’s Corner, Nearby at Hickory Neck Church, a significant event for education happened in 1825, The
General Assembly authorized the Trustees of the Hickory Neck School Society to open a school in the old church. The
original 1734 building was pulled down leaving the north transept that had been added in 1774. This portion of the church
was lengthened and enclosed. Hickory Neck Academy became the premicr secondary school for not only James City
Coumty but akso for several other counties. A number of children from local families wenton to William and Mary and other
colleges after their years at Hickory Neck Academy.

The disestablishment of the Anglican Church after the Revolution allowed other denominations a chance to gain acoeptance
in the area. The original James City Chapel, Jocated where the cemetery of the same name is in Norge today, was deeded
to the Methodist Church in 1791. This was the forerunner of Mt. Vemon Methodist Church located on Church Lane in
Toano, A part of the oniginal chapel was moved to the new site in the 1880s, and the congregation has built additions over
the years. Olive Branch Church, organized by followers of Alexander Campbell, was built about 1835 on land donated by
Dr. Charles Hubbard and his wife, Mary Henley Hubbard. The old Chickahominy Church burmed during the 1860s, and
the African-American congregation built a new church at that site soon after. An offshoot of this church was established in
1871 on Old Forge Road on land purchased from Enoch Martin, owner of Lombardy. Known at first as Sandy Bottom

Church, this later became St. John Baptist Church. "



WAVERLY, off Richmond Road just past Hickory Neck Chorch. Built about 1852, this house is being p
serve 3s the community clubhouse for the Villages at White Hall.
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CHICKAHOMINY BAPTIST CHURCH, 2000 Chickahominy Road. Built
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TOANO BUSINESS BUADINGS, Richmond Road. Left to right: Meselay's Store. now the Masonic Lodge: the Bank Building, now
business offices; W. C. Martin's Store, mow the Equilibrium Exercise Center,
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TOANO WOMEN'S CLUS, 7965 Richmond Road. Once used as the gymnasium for Toano Migh School, the Women's Chud
hosts many community functices today,
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MOUNT VERNCN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 7817 Church Lane. With its origin from as earfy as 1791,
focation for about 125 years.
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LOMBARDY, 2724 Forge Road. With portions of the house dating from the 18 century, this working farm has Been a part of the
agricultural community for saveral canturkes,
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